E Entelekya Logico-Metaphysical Review
Vol 8 No 1 May 2024: 01-10

Book on the Science of Metaphysics, 14~

ABD AL-LATIF AL-BAGHDADI

Translated by
ILYAS ALTUNER
Igdwr University

Entelechy
Submitted: 02.04.2024 | Accepted: 18.04.2024

Abstract: ‘Abd al-Latif al-Baghdad1’s Book on the Science of
Metaphysics is an important work that contains the influ-
ence of both Alexander of Aphrodisias and Themistius in
the interpretation of Aristotle. Only chapters 13-16 belong
to the Lambda. The limitation results first of all from the
main purpose of the work, namely to present a new wit-
ness for the reception of Arabic metaphysics. As can be
seen from the introduction of the work, the work is con-
ceived as a unified whole and may be meant as a kind of
summa of metaphysics, a synopsis of four writings that
hold high rank among medieval metaphysical works - es-
pecially since 'Abd al-Latif apparently regarded not only
the Metaphysics but also his other sources as originating
from Aristotle, the First Teacher. This translation includes
only the eighth chapter of the Book Lamda.
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On the Science of Astronomy in Relation to Book Lambda

Now when we perceive movement, we know that there is mov-
ing here. The moving can only move on a circle, which is part of
a sphere. The sphere has two poles and a center, and these
three points are stationary and do not move with the motion of
the sphere, but only in a spherical body. But natural points are
either just the bodies themselves or they are permanent with
the bodies.

(1073b8-10) When perceiving many motions we decide that
there are an equal number of movers and motions, and an
equal number of centers and poles. Therefore, let us look for a
form in which it is true that these bodies, assumed here for this
existing motion, come together without any avoidance, defense,
obstruction, interference, interference, gap, or interval.
(1071b10-1) Tt is only possible to have a circular motion, not a
curved or linear motion.

The universe as a whole is a sphere made of a single thing, the
center of which is the center of the earth or on the earth, and its
poles are the north and south points. There is no space in the
sphere of the universe; the bodies that fill it cling to empty plac-
es, some encircling others. The parts of the great universe are
composed of three genera: One genus moves towards the cen-
ter, which is the center, one genus moves from the center to the
periphery, and one genus moves in the middle, which is the
respected being.

We say that the light of the stars shows us that there is a circu-
lar motion here. Circular motion can only occur in a moving
thing, and this moving thing can only be a circle or be found on
a circle. (1073a31-2) Tt has already been shown in physics that
this circle is not only a body without irregularities, diagonals,
intervals, and stationarity’ Then we see that the direction of that
body is not one and the same, but that it has an inclination to-
wards north and south.
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We also see that the planets in the north are higher than the
planets in the south, and that the planets move back and forth,
as well as fast or slow.

We have examined the moving spheres related to all the fixed
stars and planets, from which these movements arise. Indeed,
we have found that there are twenty-five spheres, and that
some of them are the principal spheres because they encircle
others by clinging to them. The first sphere is the sphere of the
daily rotation, which is formed by the movement of all the ce-
lestial bodies and moves rapidly towards the east. The second
sphere is the sphere of the fixed stars, which moves slowly to-
wards the west. - Now when we say “slow”, we mean that it
decreases by one degree every hundred years. — The remaining
spheres belong to the stars and planets. Saturn, Jupiter and
Mars each have three spheres: The central sphere, the oblique
sphere (ecliptic) and the rotating sphere (epicycle). - We need to
decide on the existence of oblique spheres because of the latitu-
dinal inclination of the stars in the north-south direction, and
on the existence of rotating spheres because of their reciprocat-
ing motion. — The Sun has two spheres because we do not find
in it a reciprocating motion, but only a latitudinal inclination.
Venus, Mercury and the Moon have four spheres: Two spheres
... as we have explained. Thus, the twenty-five spheres are com-
plete. Each of them has its own independent motion, some are
both moved and move what they contain, while others are only
moved. The motion of the fixed stars is only that of being mov-
ing, while the daily motion moves all that it encompasses.

One group thought that it was the slow motion that moved the
slow spheres, but this is not true. Otherwise, each sphere would
have to have its own motion, and those below the lunar sphere
would also have to be moving, but this is not the case.

The sphere of each planet contains several spheres. The simple
motion of all celestial bodies is twenty-five motions, the result-
ing motions are fifty-two, and the sum of these is seventy-seven
motions.
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The first sphere has a single simple motion, while the fixed stars
have two motions, a slow basic motion and a fast one. Saturn,
Jupiter and Mars each have nine motions, three simple basic
motions and six multiple motions. The Sun has five motions,
two simple and three multiple, making seventy-seven motions.

From another point of view, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars and the Moon
each have twenty-four motions of their own, some basic and
some multiple six. The Sun has two motions, Venus eight and
Mercury nine. Again, with the daily motion and the motion of
the fixed stars, there are forty-five motions. When the move-
ment of lightness and heaviness under the sphere of the Moon
is added to these, there are forty-seven movements. Again, to
these may be added the movements of the eight planets con-
cerning the zodiac, so that there are fifty-five motions. Thus, we
have enumerated the basic and even multiple temporary mo-
tions, and this is the ultimate point that astronomers of all times
have grasped.

From what has been said, it is clear that the highest sphere and
the lowest sphere, the lunar sphere, both move in an easterly
direction, while the spheres between them move in a westerly
direction. Again, it is seen that the highest sphere is a single
sphere and is moved by the first principle with a single move-
ment. This sphere has parts that are also spheres, like the or-
gans of living beings that have their own movements, and these
parts have other parts. Therefore, the ratio of the eight spheres
to the ninth is the ratio of the inclined spheres (ecliptic), off-
center spheres (eccentric), and circles (epicycles) to the parts
that are not separate from them.

In this way, the spheres can be reduced to a single sphere with
parts and parts of parts, just as the finger is from the palm, the
palm from the hand, and the hand from Zayd. Therefore, it can
be said that the sphere, like the pulse in the living being, is a
single creature that hears and depends on its creator in its sin-
gle, multiple and rapid movement, which ensures its life and
permanence.
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Just as there is food for the living being, there is spiritual and
intellectual food for the sphere, and this is its knowledge of it-
self and of its Supreme Creator. God is the creator of all won-
derful things.
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